
 

 

June 20, 2011. Monday morning. 10:05 A.M. That 

was the first day of my summer internship, the first 

time I ever used my door code to the James 

Zumberge Hall of Sciences at USC. It was hot, and I 

was sweating as I pushed my way through the 

surprisingly heavy door to the SCEC office, room 

156. That was also the day that Dr. de Groot handed 

me a check worth more money than I had ever been 

given in my entire life. I remember looking at it, 

then looking up at him and asking, “What do I do 

with this?” He said, “You can deposit it in my 

account if you want,” which is something Dr. de 

Groot would say. I felt excited and very privileged at 

the same time. It was fantastic to think that I was 

getting paid to do something that I originally 

wanted to do for free, and that I would be able to 

slap the words “Southern California Earthquake 

Center SURE Internship” on my resume from that 

point on. 

I sort of stumbled upon the SURE internship in an 

interesting way. As an employee at the California 

Science Center, I had an idea to create an 

Earthquake Preparedness Presentation to host in 

the Creative World gallery. I think education on 

earthquakes and earthquake preparedness is 

something that every Southern Californian should 

be familiar with, considering the geology of the 

region, and I felt that the CSC would be a perfect 

venue to deliver that kind of information to the 

public. My geology professor over at Pasadena City 

College suggested I get in contact with SCEC about 

the project, and this is how I met Dr. de Groot, and 

eventually became a SCEC summer intern. 

Most of this project’s research has consisted of how 

to digest the basic principles of earthquakes, plate 

tectonics, and earthquake preparedness in a way 

that a young audience could understand and be 

impacted. It was insanely helpful to be able to work 

with Monica Barajas, lead educator at the California 

Science Center. She was very familiar with the 

mechanics behind the presentations already being 

held at the CSC, and that made developing a new 

presentation that much easier. Having this 

connection with the CSC also helped tremendously 

in that it made it possible to get critiques and 

feedback from the bigwigs in the education 

department on how we could improve our 

presentation while it was in its prototype stages.  

I consider myself to be very privileged to have been 

given the opportunity to create something that has 

the potential to change the lives of people in a way 

that may one day save their lives. This whole 

internship experience has taught me a lot of skills 

that I will be able to take with me as I pursue a 

career as an educator, and I’m very glad for that as 

well. It has been great being able to meet and work 

with such wonderful, knowledgeable people. 


