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1. Abstract 
 
This project was funded in 2009, 2010, 2012, and 2013 by SCEC. The main research objective is to develop a 
statistical framework for quantifying the variability (aleatory uncertainty) of finite source process and to 
understand its relationship to near-source ground motion characteristics. We developed a stochastic model that 
governs the finite source process with 1-point and 2-point statistics of kinematic source parameters and 
developed a pseudo-dynamic rupture model generator (SongRMG, Ver 1.0). Especially in the project year, we 
investigated the effect of 1-point and 2-point statistics of kinematic source parameters on near-source ground 
motions by systematically perturbing 1-point and 2-point statistics of input source parameters (Song et al. 
2014).  
 
 
 
2. Technical Report 
 
2.1. Pseudo-dynamic Rupture Model Generator (RMG) 
 
We developed a physics-based (pseudo-dynamic) rupture model generator (SongRMG) with 1-point and 2-
point statistics of kinematic source parameters. Song et al. (2009) and Song & Sommerville (2010) originally 
introduced the main idea and mathematical framework in the rupture model generator, and they were expanded 
and improved by following studies (Song & Dalguer 2013; Song et al. 2014).  A set of spatial random fields 
model the spatial distribution of several key kinematic source parameters, such as slip, rupture velocity, and 
peak slip velocity. In other words, one random variable is assigned to every subfault patch for each source 
parameter. If we have three source parameters, there are 3 random fields. The number of random variables for 
each random field is equal to the number of subfault patches on the finite fault. The random field model is 
constrained by rupture dynamics and past events in the framework of 1-point and 2-point statistics. 1-point 
statistics is a marginal probability density function at a given point on the fault. If we assume the Gaussian 
distribution, mean and standard deviation are two main representative parameters. They control the possible 
range of values for each source parameter. For example, they control whether the rupture velocity is centered at 
a certain value with small variation, or has a wide range of variation with very low and high velocity, including 
supershear rupture. 2-point statistics is composed of both auto and cross-correlation. Autocorrelation controls 
the heterogeneity of each source parameters while cross-correlation controls coupling between source 
parameters.  
 
Once we have target 1-point and 2-point statistics, we can generate a number of rupture scenarios by Monte 
Carlo sampling, assuming the multi-variate Gaussian distribution. We first construct a covariance matrix, given 
the target auto- and cross-correlation structures, and simulate the spatial distribution of source parameters that 
satisfy the target covariance matrix using the Cholesky factorization. Mean, standard deviation, and even the 
shape of marginal probability density function can be adjusted afterwards. Finally we combine the simulated 
spatial distribution of source parameters with a prescribed shape of slip velocity function, and produce a full 
description of finite source model. Song et al. (2014) provide the detailed description of the stochastic source 
modelling method. 
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Figure 1. Two input files required running the rupture model generator (RMG).  
 
 
The RMG requires two input files. The first input file (left panel in Fig. 1) describes the location, geometry, and 
dimension of a finite source. The second input file (right panel in Fig. 1) defines target 1-point and 2-point 
statistics. The RMG produces two output files. The first one (left panel in Fig. 2) is a MATLAB data file that 
contains all relevant input, output, and control parameters in stochastic modelling. The second output file (right 
panel in Fig. 2) is an ASCII file that contains information about the spatio- and temporal evolution of slip 
velocity function in the standard rupture format (SRF). The SRF is initially designed by R. Graves (USGS) and 
is currently adopted by the SCEC Broadband Platform project. Therefore, finite source models generated by the 
rupture model generator can be directly implemented in the SCEC Broadband platform. 
 
 

           
 
Figure 2. Two output files. (a) MATLAB file, (b) ASCII file (Standard Rupture Format) 
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2.2. Sensitivity of Ground Motions to Source (Correlation) Statistics 
 
One of the strengths of the newly developed rupture model generator is that it is based on a consistent statistical 
framework (i.e., 1-point and 2-point statistics). We can perturb 2-point correlation statistics systematically as 
shown in Fig. 3 and investigate its effect on near-source ground motions. We used a full set of correlation 
structures in pseudo-dynamic source modeling (Fig. 3a), or removed certain components of cross-correlation 
structures (Fig. 3b, 3c, and 3d). In particular, we removed all cross-correlations in Fig. 3d. Fig. 4 shows near-
source ground motion characteristics obtained by pseudo-dynamic source models with 8 different sets of 
correlation structures. As we clearly observe in the left panel, the full correlations in pseudo-dynamic source 
models (blue line) produce much stronger ground motions in peak ground velocity than no correlations (black). 
More interestingly, once we include correlations between slip and rupture velocity (red and magenta), pseudo-
dynamic source models produce stronger ground motions, getting closer to the full correlation model (blue), 
while pseudo-dynamic source models without this pair of correlation (green and cyan) produce weaker ground 
motions, getting closer to the no correlation model (black). This may imply that correlations for a certain pair of 
source parameters may be more dominant in determining ground motion intensities. The right panel in Fig. 4 
indicates that the full correlation model produces less randomness (smaller sigma) in ground motion predictions. 
 
 

 
 
Figure 3. Perturbation of 2-point statistics. 3 off-diagonal blocks are perturbed sequentially (Song et al. 2014). 
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Figure 4. Comparison of pseudo-dynamically generated ground motions against dynamically generated ground motions 
after perturbing a certain element of 2-point statistics in pseudo-dynamic source models. (a) Mean of 
ln(pgv_pseudo/pgv_dyna) for 168 stations, (b) Standard deviation of ln(pgv_pseudo/pgv_dyna) for 168 stations. Mean and 
standard deviation are also averaged for 30 events (Song et al. 2014). 
 
 
 
3. Exemplary Figure 
 
 

 
 
[Caption] Ground motion residuals from pseudo-dynamic models (compared to dynamic models) for different 
levels of source correlations. Simulations show that source correlations produce stronger ground motions, and 
appropriate correlation in source modeling leads to less randomness in ground motion predictions (Song et al. 
2014, GJI) 
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4. Intellectual Merit & Broader Impacts 
 
Rupture dynamics enables us to understand earthquake rupture process in a physics-based way. We can study 
many interesting and complicated features of earthquake rupture by dynamic modeling. On the other hand, 
earthquake statistics enables us to quantify the variability of earthquake rupture for future events. We aim to 
develop a stochastic model for finite source process with simple correlation structures. This is an exciting 
research work because we can simulate finite source models by stochastic modeling. Seismologists and 
earthquake engineers can use stochastic finite source modeling tools developed in this project and generate a 
number of rupture scenarios for simulating ground motions. They can also study the effect of finite source 
process on near-source ground motion characteristics in a systematic sense.  
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