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Funding for this grant was provided at a level that targeted travel expenses so 
that David Rhoades and Matt Gerstenberger could attend SCEC and CSEP 
related meetings throughout the year.  The work presented in these meetings 
was related to ideas discussed in the proposal, CSEP related topics, or to 
previous SCEC funded work.  Additionally, both researchers participated in 
multiple discussions related to CSEP development.

An itemization of meeting attendance and participation is as follows:

Seismological Society of America, 2009 meeting, April 2009

Gerstenberger attended and was an author of the following poster presentations:

“The New Zealand Earthquake Forecast Testing Center: Update and 
Retrospective Testing“ (Gerstenberger and Rhoades);

“Results from Earthquake Forecast Testing in the Collaboratory for the Study of 
Earthquake Predictability” (Schorlemmer, Zechar, Gerstenberger,Hirata and 
Jordan);

“Aftershock abundance in earthquake forecasting” (Christophersen and 
Gerstenberger);

6th international Workshop on Statistical Seismology, Lake Tahoe, 
California, 12-16 April 2009

Rhoades attended this workshop and presented a paper entitled “New 
developments in long-range earthquake forecasting using the EEPAS model”

SCEC Annual Meeting, Palm Springs, September 2009

Gerstenberger attended the meeting and the following posters were presented.

“Retrospective Testing in the New Zealand Earthquake Forecast Testing Centre” 
(Gerstenberger and Rhoades);

“Likelihood-based tests for evaluating space-rate-magnitude earthquake 
forecasts” (Zechar, Gerstenberger and Rhoades);

“Synthetic seismicity and the precursory scale increase phenomenon” (Rhoades, 
Robinson, Gerstenberger);

“Results from earthquake forecast testing in the Collaboratory for the Study of 
Earthquake Predictability” (Schorlemmer, Gerstenberger, Zechar, Hirata, Jordan 
and the CSEP working group)

CSEP Meeting, University of Southern California, 24-25 September, 2009

http://www2.seismosoc.org/FMPro?-db=Abstracts09&-op=cn&Abstract+Title=&-op=cn&Abstract+Authors+%7C+Affiliations+2=Gerstenberger&-lop=and&-recid=840&-format=%2Fmeetings%2F2009%2Fabstracts%2Fmtgdetail.html&-lay=MtgAbstract&-find
http://www2.seismosoc.org/FMPro?-db=Abstracts09&-op=cn&Abstract+Title=&-op=cn&Abstract+Authors+%7C+Affiliations+2=Gerstenberger&-lop=and&-recid=840&-format=%2Fmeetings%2F2009%2Fabstracts%2Fmtgdetail.html&-lay=MtgAbstract&-find
http://www2.seismosoc.org/FMPro?-db=Abstracts09&-op=cn&Abstract+Title=&-op=cn&Abstract+Authors+%7C+Affiliations+2=Gerstenberger&-lop=and&-recid=844&-format=%2Fmeetings%2F2009%2Fabstracts%2Fmtgdetail.html&-lay=MtgAbstract&-find
http://www2.seismosoc.org/FMPro?-db=Abstracts09&-op=cn&Abstract+Title=&-op=cn&Abstract+Authors+%7C+Affiliations+2=Gerstenberger&-lop=and&-recid=844&-format=%2Fmeetings%2F2009%2Fabstracts%2Fmtgdetail.html&-lay=MtgAbstract&-find


Rhoades and Gerstenberger both attended this meeting, and Rhoades spent 2 
days before the meeting at USC, to collaborate with  Danijel Schorlemmer and 
others at the SCEC testing center.  The following presentations were given at the 
meeting:

“CSEPs relation to earthquake research in New Zealand” (Rhoades);

“CSEP Testing Center – Retrospective testing in New Zealand (Gerstenberger);

“Balancing the interests of Modelers and the Testing Centers” (Rhoades).

New Zealand Testing Centre progress

Good progress has been made in the installation of submitted models with 15 
models currently under evaluation within the center.  Retrospective analysis of all 
models submitted to the center was performed with the results presented at 
SCEC and CSEP meetings.  Gerstenberger has had regular interaction with the 
CSEP developers on the specifics of the New Zealand CSEP code, including 
updates, and on potential  improvements to the general CSEP code. 

 
Other Activities

Throughout the year, Matt Gerstenberger intermittently participated in weekly 
CSEP teleconferences

Gerstenberger and Rhoades were co-authors with Jeremy Zechar of a paper on 
earthquake forecast testing methods submitted and accepted for publication in 
BSSA (see publications below) 

Rhoades submitted a version of the EEPAS model for the Japan mainland region 
to the CSEP Japan testing in the three-month and one-year model classes and a 
paper is being prepared for the special volume of Earth, Planets and Space 
relating to the Japan Earthquake Forecast Testing Center. 
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