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Field Notes 
 As a Summer Undergraduate Research Experience (SURE) intern at the Southern California 
Earthquake Center, I have gained significant amounts of knowledge in my pedagogical thinking. Being an 
education major at Long Beach State University, I used my knowledge to revise the ShakeOut Curriculum 
to be flexible lessons for various educational settings albeit for a classroom, museum or cub scouts 
meeting. Using the original activities as a foundation to build upon, I researched various educational 
publications from the American Red Cross, Federal Emergency Management Agency, to various earth 
science textbooks. This added to my pedagogical content knowledge as well as broadened my 
understanding of earthquake science and preparedness. Upon finishing my deliverables, I will present 
the ShakeOut Curriculum to the teaching community both on campus here at USC and at a teacher 
workshop in Palm Springs. This will further franchise the ShakeOut message while enabling me to 
socialize with several teachers of various backgrounds. I am very proud of the work I have completed 
since I can say “I worked on the ShakeOut” to my future students every third Thursday of October.  
 Moreover, I edited the Take on the Quake program which is a collection of interactive activities 
to educate learners of various ages of earthquake science and preparedness. This program is very 
flexible since it divides the activities based on availability. It also spreads the message of emergency 
planning since students must complete an activity at home to receive a reward that includes a Take on 
the Quake patch or button.  

Besides to the lessons, I became familiar with the evaluation process by creating survey forms 
for the ShakeOut Curriculum. This information will allow me and future interns to improve the 
curriculum by receiving the feedback of the public on the lessons.  One of my most important “Aha!” 
moments in this internship was reading The Teaching Gap by Stigler and Hiebert which introduced me to 
the lesson study process. As a recent product of a teacher-preparation program, I am astonished not to 
have learned of this professional development practice sooner. I hope that in my future teaching 
practices, I would have the opportunity to be in a lesson study group.  

This internship has taken me on fieldtrips to many important geological sites in Southern 
California. I learned of several different faults running in and around Los Angeles. It is frightening 
knowing that this metropolis is sitting on a bowl of vibrating sand that will receive major damage when 
the “big one” arrives. This is significant to me since my family lives in the basin. On top of learning 
significant earthquake knowledge, I have had the opportunity to connect with several other interns by 
collaborating on research projects. As undergraduates, it has been very helpful to have others for 
feedback and suggestions to improve our work. Everyone in the SCEC intern program has been very 
helpful and I wish I would have known of this program sooner so that I could have applied in previous 
years.   


