
Project Abstract  

The Southern California Earthquake Center/Summer Undergraduate Research Experience (SCEC/SURE) internship 
program brings students to work as interns with the world's preeminent earthquake scientists and specialists. Though 
most interns still work one-on-one with a mentor, the SURE program has done something different this summer. 
SCEC/SURE gathered a group of four interns Eugenia Hyung, Stephanie Kelly, Robert Leeper III and Rosie 
Santilena to work with internship mentor Dr. Lucile Jones of the United States Geological Survey (USGS) on 
Southern California's section of the USGS's Multi-Hazards Demonstration Project. A scenario is being created that 
combines the latest knowledge about Southern California's natural hazards, specifically earthquakes; with the impact 
they have on the physical, social, and economic fabric of our society. The interns' task for the scenario was to act as 
an interface between the scientific communities and the general public, interpret Southern California Geologic map 
data, find innovative ways to communicate the project's results to various audiences, and collaborate with the 
different scientists to develop a cohesive scenario. My concern when starting this internship was that the 
Multi-Hazards project leaders would produce vitally important results, which would not effectively be communicated to 
the public. Part of my internship consisted of developing ways to effectively communicate. We interns decided on a 
multi-layered approach to getting the science to the general public. I was pleased to help develop strategies to make 
our information relevant and understandable to the community. I helped set up and add events to the timeline. I 
created an interesting and informative narrative, a preliminary public service announcement, and a character named 
Joe, an average college student whose life was drastically altered by the earthquake. I also created an animated 
introduction about The Shake Out as well as an animated banner visible immediately upon opening The Shake Out 
web pages.  

 


